
 
 

Chapter 7 
Visionary Stroll in Central Park 

 
 

“If you don’t have a vision, you’re going to be stuck in what you know.  
And the only thing you know is what you’ve already seen.” 

 

—Iyanla Vanzant 
 
 

We love the above quotation, especially the last line about only knowing what you’ve 
already seen. The problem is that what we’ve already seen cannot be sustained by our 
ecosystem. How much greener must we live to survive? How close are we to living 
sustainably now?  
 
As promised on the cover of this book, now is when we begin discussing what we can do 
about the alarming outcries from nature that are constantly being heard and seen 
throughout the world. We start with a simple vision and build on it. 
 
On September 17, 2018, I met co-author Stuart Scott in person for the first time. He is the 
founder and executive director of scientistswarning.org and we had been collaborating 
on numerous sustainability issues for about a year before meeting for lunch on that 
warm, late summer day at the Candle Café in Manhattan.  
 
A resident of Honolulu, Stuart was visiting New York in preparation for his annual trip 
to the U.N. Climate Conference of the Parties, which would take place in Poland in 
December. Neither of us were aware at the time that his own career legacy was about to 
unfold over the next three months. You see, Stuart was about to execute what he would 
later view as one of his life’s major events—inviting the now world-famous Greta 
Thunberg to attend the COP24, where he would introduce her to the world stage. A few 
months later, in the spring of 2019, he confessed that it would very likely be the single 
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most important accomplishment of his entire life—and once commented that it just 
might be good enough to get him into heaven someday. 
 
Given the amazing global impact that she has had, it looks like he may be right about 
his prediction. Shortly after her inspirational appearance at that conference, Greta 
turned sixteen in January of 2019 and has since taken the world by storm—appearing at 
the World Economic Forum in Davos twice, making numerous speeches in Europe over 
the next year and then traveling from England via a solar-powered sailing yacht to New 
York City, where she spoke at the UN Climate Conference in September of 2019.  
 
Ironically, at the UN, her “How Dare You” speech that rocked the world took place 
within walking distance of the cafe where Stuart and I met for lunch exactly one year 
earlier. Later, in December of 2019, Greta attended the COP25 climate conference in 
Madrid. No doubt she will be attending all of those conferences for many years. The 
first photo below was taken outside the Swedish Parliament when Stuart met Greta in 
the autumn of 2018. The second photo is an image of Stuart and Greta at that 
conference. 

 

 
 
Stuart and I had a lot to talk about during our first meeting in New York and the time 
passed quickly as we both realized that we were on the same page with regards to the 
state of humanity and our interaction with Earth’s biosphere that gives us life. After a 
very substantive and, at times, emotional conversation about the world’s sad state of 
affairs, Stuart asked me a question that has since changed my life, a question that I 
remember went something like this: 
 

“Given the unprecedented environmental challenges that we face today, 
what do you think could be done to save our civilization and to ensure a 
decent future for the innocent children who follow us on this planet?”  

 



I began sharing my thoughts on that subject as we left the restaurant at 75th and Third 
Avenue and began a leisurely walk toward Central Park a few blocks away. We spent 
the better part of an hour on a park bench before I left to catch a train—and it was 
during that hour with Stuart that I verbalized (for the very first time) a vision of a 
sustainable way of life for all human beings on planet Earth. That original vision 
included a ten-mile wide living corridor running from Atlanta to Los Angeles—a magical 
place where only green lifestyle options would exist.  
 
I envisioned that it would accommodate up to one hundred million people in an ultra-
comfortable living arrangement that would be 70% less dense than Manhattan is today. 
The early residents would move into the corridor on a “by invitation only” basis for the 
first few million people. The entire corridor would feature an environmentally sensitive 
economy and a form of governance that deals first and foremost with the sustainability 
needs of the natural world. With a 2200-mile, HyperLoop system running across the 
entire southern part of the USA, that corridor (along with three future inter-connected 
corridors) would ultimately eliminate over 80%, if not all, travel by automobiles and 
domestic airlines in the United States. 
 
I forget exactly how many details I cited at the time to Stuart, but I spent the next few 
days putting all of those ideas in writing. Then on 9-21-18, exactly four days after 
meeting Stuart, I published my first blog about GRATOLA, an acronym for “Green 
Region Atlanta to L.A.” Selected elements of that blogpost appear below. It was 
entitled: 
 

A Creative Idea for Saving our Civilization 
 

It began like this: It is a well-known fact that sea levels are rising. But most 
people are unaware that those seas may be rising far more rapidly than scientists 
are predicting. Rather than debate how soon or how much the rising seas may 
jeopardize our coastal cities, why not consider that whatever time we have before 
serious disaster strikes—as an opportunity to totally re-invent the way we live? 
 
Why not leverage the widespread certainty that sea levels are rising to galvanize 
support for designing a completely sustainable way to live in the United States? 
Why not create a model for the rest of the world to follow? I am talking about 
a totally green model that will enable us to truly live in harmony with nature; 
thereby improving our chances to survive and thrive indefinitely on planet Earth. 

 
A little background. We know that, sooner or later, rising seas and powerful coastal 
storms will force the relocation of many millions of Americans. So, let's leverage that 
widespread awareness to carefully plan, and start building, an ultra-green way for 
humankind to coexist indefinitely with nature on our beautiful planet. As we begin the 
conceptual design process, we must think far beyond driving electric cars and recycling 
newspapers. As Dr. James Lovelock says, we must learn to live in a way that actually 
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improves the ecosystem of our hostess—Mother Nature. This photo defines our 
baseline. It can only get better from here. 

 

 
 
The southern location was selected for that envisioned green living corridor because of 
a number of factors: moderate climate, more access to solar energy, proximity to food 
sources, no huge mountains to cross and the sheer abundance of sparsely developed, 
open spaces. Within that corridor, I figured that we could build a "Shangri-La" of sorts, 
featuring an ultra-green way of enjoyable living that would appeal to almost everyone. 
And it would be designed in such a manner as to minimize human interference with 
nature. Think of this new Shangri-La as an exquisitely planned human habitat covering 
22,000 square miles and capable of providing an exceptionally rich lifestyle for up to 100 
million residents. 
 
Worried about population density? The above numbers will equate to about 
5,000 residents per square mile, which would be 70% less dense than New York City is 
today. Also, no one would be forced to move to America's new "green" region. Instead, 
interested residents would undergo a thorough application process in which they 
would formally agree to abide by an extensive set of regional lifestyle regulations—all 
of which are aimed at protecting the natural environment. 

 

A few ideas regarding how this might work 
 
1. Vehicles.  No one will "own" an automobile or bicycle. All will be shared and the cars 
will be powered by batteries that are charged 100% by renewable energy, primarily 
solar and wind. 
 
2. Amenities. Parks, theaters, schools, natural spaces, biking paths, fountains and 
playgrounds will be abundant and beautiful.  
 



3. HyperLoop Transit System.  I envision three or more tubes in each direction: Local, 
Express and Freight. Most people could walk, bike, ride a shuttle or use shared vehicles 
to access this amazing system that could traverse the entire country in three hours. And 
most of it would be above ground, thereby affording breathtaking views at speeds up to 
760 mph. 
 
4. What about food? You guessed it; all food will be plant-based. If anyone still doubts 
the grossly unsustainable insanity of eating animals, they should read this 2018 news 
report about the overflowing "pig poop lagoons" in North Carolina. 
 
5. Housing & Energy. All housing units would be designed to best leverage the highly 
efficient use of renewable energy to provide an exceptionally enjoyable lifestyle for all. 
And, of course, all human waste would be recycled. For a well-informed idea from Bill 
Gates on how that might look, I recommend that you watch the Inside Bill’s Brain 2019 
series on Netflix. As for a quantum leap in human toilet sanitation and efficiency, take a 
look at this 2-minute segment of that series on YouTube.  
 
6. Government & Economy?  The details of the envisioned economy are far above my 
pay grade, but the general idea will be addressed in a later chapter. You can be sure that 
it will be nothing like what we currently have in the USA. Its overarching objective 
would be the protection of nature, coupled with providing a life of comfort, meaning 
and dignity for all citizens. A true win-win for all concerned. As for government, we are 
calling it the American Green Region Authority (AGRA)—an independent arm of the U.S. 
government—charged with managing this futuristic human habitat almost like it were a 
totally new country.  
 
7. Future Vision. While the system is being rolled out and fine-tuned in that southern 
corridor, future regional systems could be planned. For example, there might be one 
corridor to connect the Chicago area with the southern corridor in Texas and other 
viable routes to provide access to the northeast and northwest regions of the USA. Just 
think about the millions of jobs that will be created as those massive projects roll to 
completion in the latter part of this century. 
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Are we capable of making this happen? Relative to that question, this E.O. Wilson quote 
mentioned earlier bears repeating: 
 

“We have enough intelligence, goodwill, generosity and enterprise to turn Earth 
into a paradise both for ourselves and for the biosphere that gave us birth...the 
problem is that we are an innately dysfunctional species.” (Excerpt from his book, 
The Meaning of Human Existence) 

 
Maybe we can prove him wrong about our dysfunction.  
 

Updating That Original Vision One Year Later 

 
Initially, I was envisioning over 300 million Americans living in three or four, inter-
connected corridors requiring a total of less than 90,000 square miles, an area less than 
the size of Oregon. That would mean that over 90% of our nation's citizens could live 
comfortably in less than 5% of our total area. After setting aside other areas (outside the 
living corridors) for food, recreation, military and manufacturing—the remainder could 
be returned completely to nature. 
 
As for the original vision of AGRA and GRATOLA (Green Region Atlanta to Los 
Angeles)—the primary objective was to spark the global conversation about the 
urgency of totally reinventing all forms of human endeavors. Did we think that 
GRATOLA would ever happen as envisioned? The idea might, but the ultimate solution 
will probably be quite different—and much better. 
 
It was Hurricane Dorian in 2019 that triggered some second thoughts regarding the 
original vision. We got to thinking that maybe that futuristic coast-to-coast living 
corridor should not be located in the south. With rising temperatures, it might make 
more sense to position it in the northernmost portion of the lower 48, a region that will 
likely become more suitable for agriculture and human habitation as the planet 
continues to warm.  
 
We also got to thinking about the time perspective. Do we have enough time to design 
and build three or four inter-connected corridors in which most Americans might 
someday reside? We ultimately concluded that it seemed more logical to think about 
just one giant coast-to-coast corridor that could house most Americans within a shorter 
timeframe.   
 
So, in order to have the same population density described in the GRATOLA model, we 
figured that we would need to make that single giant corridor much wider. Whereas the 
southern corridor was envisioned to be the first of three or four interconnecting 
corridors—we were then thinking that the entire project can be fully-implemented more 
expeditiously if we just had one corridor. This thought process took place during a time 
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when I was thinking, writing and speaking about this idea for a full year. You can 
follow that developing idea in the series of SOS Memos appearing in the Epilog of this 
book. 
 
Here is our current thinking that began to evolve in September of 2019. Running from 
Seattle to Boston, this newly envisioned single living corridor would traverse the 
northernmost states of Montana, North Dakota and Minnesota. At roughly 3,000 miles, 
it would be about 800 miles longer than the Atlanta to Los Angeles corridor. As 
mentioned, in order to house up to 300 million people in one corridor, it will obviously 
need to be much wider. If we make it 25 miles wide, it could easily house the majority 
of the USA population with the same population density as the previously envisioned 
model—70% less than New York City is today.  
 
With those kinds of numbers, it will need to have a BIG name. Maybe it should be 
called the Great Big Northern or the GBN, named after the storied railroad, The Great 
Northern, that served most of that same region of the USA. 
 

 
 
Notice, that in this visionary stage, it’s not a big deal to make changes—because at this 
point in the process, we’re just brainstorming ideas. Remember that all of these ideas 
are primarily aimed at jump-starting a serious global conversation on the most crucial of 
topics—our long-term survival as a species. The first GBN-related SOS Memo was 
posted on 9-4-19—almost exactly one year after our visionary stroll through Central 
Park. It was entitled:  Why Don’t We Dream BIG? Solutions like the GBN? 
 

A Little Background Thinking on the Need to Reinvent Our Lives 
 
In order for humanity to create a lifestyle for ourselves that will cause the biosphere to 
actually improve because of our presence—some of our greatest big picture scientists 
have suggested that we should all live in cities. Among them are Dr. James Lovelock 
and Dr. E.O. Wilson. Following their lead, we are proposing that, rather than trying to 
retrofit old, decaying cities in the USA—that we should design and build one ultra-
efficient, futuristic, interconnected mega-city in which 300 million Americans could live 
comfortable and meaningful lives while actually helping to  improve the natural world—
as compared to the massive damage we continue to inflict with our current civilization. 

https://conta.cc/32wwOVU


 
Dr. Rupert Read of the UK is a great thinker on this topic and has called for the 
development of a "successor" civilization to follow the one that we now have.  And, 
with the outcry that we're now hearing from nature—he feels that we must develop and 
transition to a super-green civilization just as fast as physically possible.  
 
In the autumn of 2016, Dr. Rupert Read of the University of East Anglia in England 
made an impassioned 12-minute address to incoming freshmen—talking candidly 
about the dismal future of our species. This is how his talk began: 
 

It's a great privilege really for me to have the opportunity to address you at the start 
of your university careers and what a fantastically exciting time it is for all of you. 
 
But I have to tell you. I don't envy you. And the reason I don't envy you is that I 
believe that there is a very real possibility that the latter part of the lives of most of 
the people in this room is going to be grim. Or non-existent.  
 
I'm sorry to have to say it. (some muffled laughter). I hear nervous laughter—
probably because people don't usually talk about this sort of thing. There's a taboo 
around it and that's what I want to talk about. 

 

 
 
Two years later, during the beginning of the "Greta" era, Dr. Read delivered a 72-minute 
lecture at Churchill College, University of Cambridge, on a similar topic. It was 
entitled: This civilization is finished: so, what is to be done? In that talk, he stated that 
our current civilization was doomed and that one of these three outcomes would 
follow:  
 

• The transformation of our current civilization.  

• The creation of a totally-new "successor" civilization. 

• The end. A total collapse. 
 
Naturally, it was his second option, the successor set of living arrangements that caught 
my attention—since I had been promoting a similar idea since September of 2018. As 
mentioned earlier, with a cross-country length of 3,000 miles, this single Great Big 
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Northern (GBN) mega-corridor across America would provide an exciting and 
rewarding lifestyle for up to 300 million Americans—in a luxurious, futuristic living 
corridor where every person is no more than a stress-free HyperLoop ride away from 
all of their loved ones. 
 
Reality Check—the GBN will not have some of the luxuries to which we are now 
accustomed—but it will offer a plethora of lifestyle amenities that will more than 
compensate for the wasteful, harmful and unsustainable elements of our current 
lifestyle. The way we are living now is a model that our great-grandchildren will 
someday think of as ancient history—almost like we adults today think of the days of 
the westward-bound covered wagons. 
 

 
 

This historical image also reminds us of our forefathers' despicable treatment of the 
native Americans in the 19th century—treatment that we now think of as being 
immoral and unforgivable. Our great grandchildren are likely to think similarly about 
our own reckless treatment of the biosphere that gives us life. So far, we have been 
terrible stewards of the only planet in the universe capable of keeping us alive. 
 

As for some of the envisioned elements of a future lifestyle described herein, some of 
our friends and family think that we are being delusional. We prefer to think that we 
are being totally rational regarding the disastrous situation in which we find ourselves. 
So, we will repeat throughout this book:  
 

The vision we are describing about a futuristic, green living corridor, is 
presented here merely to spark a global "conversation" regarding the urgent need 

for us to totally reinvent the way we humans are living on this planet. 
 

Regarding our vision, we are definitely NOT suggesting that we have all the answers—
just some big picture ideas that the professional architects, engineers, economists, city 
planners, environmentalists and social scientists can all expand upon and take to the 
next level. 
 

We wholeheartedly agree that we desperately need to develop a successor civilization as 
suggested by Dr. Read. As we move in that direction, we are convinced that our future 



as a species is riding on the actions we will take between now and 2030. As evidenced 
by the drought, fires, storms, floods, and melting of the polar ice of late, the way we are 
currently living is likely to be seriously disrupted by Mother Nature during the next 
few decades—so we best be taking cues from her in 2020 as we carefully plan exactly 
how we are going to survive the deteriorating environmental conditions that have 
resulted from our unsustainable way of living.  
 

As for our vision going forward, we choose to believe that whatever can be envisioned 
using today's technology, is capable of being implemented. We believe this to be 
especially true now—just in time for the emerging new powers of artificial intelligence 
to do much of the "heavy lifting" when it comes to the final design and construction—
leading up to the ribbon cutting of the first of sixty 50-mile sections of the Great Big 
Northern. 
 

The greenest part of the GBN, without a doubt, is the 3,000-mile HyperLoop system that 
will eliminate over 80% of the automobiles, trucks, parking lots, roads, highways, and 
domestic airline flights in the USA. Here are three stats to drive home the enormous 
impact that the ultra-efficient HyperLoop system will have on three grossly 
unsustainable elements of transportation in the USA:  
  

• Currently, there are 275 million registered vehicles in the United States, with 
about 250 million being parked at any given time. With the GBN, that vast 
acreage of parking lots, driveways and garages can be totally returned to nature. 

• There are 41 million miles of roads or highways in the USA and, with the coast-
to-coast HyperLoop system along with shared vehicles, trams and bicycles—
most of those roads and vehicles can be completely eliminated.  

• With 90% of all Americans living within a single, highly efficient corridor—
domestic air travel will eventually be unnecessary in the lower 48 of the USA.  

 

 
 



What about international air travel? In the early days of the GBN, we see travelers using 
one of three airports: Seattle, Chicago or Boston. But what happens to Boston’s Logan 
airport when it is inoperable due to flooding several times a year? When that happens, 
it will be time to close the airport permanently.  
 
Like the three NYC area airports, Boston Logan sits just slightly above sea level. As 
such, with waters steadily rising, it simply makes no sense to continue investing in 
infrastructure that could very well be underwater in less than fifty years. We must 
invest in a sustainable future way of living rather than continuing to pour vast sums of 
money and time into the refurbishing of airports, subways, bridges, roads, buildings or 
power stations—that may not be needed in the future. In the GBN scenario, after the 
Boston airport is permanently closed—folks in the northeast needing to fly 
internationally would simply take the two-hour HyperLoop ride to ORD in Chicago.  
 
In the absence of a comprehensive plan—driven by a highly efficient, futuristic vision 
like the GBN, every state in the USA and every country in the world will resort to what 
we call "willy-nilly" planet stewardship when it comes to urgently trying to retrofit old 
infrastructure with slightly greener versions. We fear that we will exhaust most of our 
time, energy, creativity and capital on those sub-optimal lifestyle solutions—unless we 
have some kind of big picture plan for how we can survive and thrive in harmony with 
nature.  
 
Let's start putting our brains and our money into a civilization that can truly save us—
and not into projects like the one shown below in Manhattan. As reported in David 
Wallace-Wells book, The Uninhabitable Earth, the city of New York spent ten billion 
dollars and forty-five years to add just three stops on one subway line. Stuart and I have 
used that subway and can report that both the trains and the facilities are excellent—but 
a very poor use of time and money in a neighborhood that could very well be 
underwater in forty years. 

 

 
 



What can we do now to buy some time while a long-term sustainable habitat for 
humans is being developed in this country? Doing more recycling, eliminating meat & 
dairy, lowering many categories of consumption, taking public transportation and 
avoiding air travel are all steps that individuals can take immediately to help slow 
climate change—and, in so doing, maybe we can buy ourselves the time needed for 
something like the GBN to be designed and built. Importantly, if we start making great 
progress in that direction, guided by our own futuristic, big-picture plan—other 
countries will follow our lead. 
 
For the best chance of long-term survival for our species, it is our sincere belief that we 
must reinvent almost every element of the way we live in the developed world. As we 
go about that process, there will no doubt be many people who will initially choose not 
to move to the GBN—at least not until their current world turns into an uninhabitable 
hell on Earth.  
 
If you find yourself saying that you could never give up eating meat, or various other 
unsustainable aspects of your luxurious lifestyle that will not exist in the totally green, 
futuristic, GBN corridor—just remember that no one will be forced to live there. As for 
the necessity of planning and building the greenest possible way to live, just keep this 
conclusion in mind. As a practical engineer with a lengthy career in business, here’s the 
way I see it: 
 

We're only going to get one chance to get this right—so we had best err on the  
side of learning to live even "greener" than Mother Nature demands. 

 
Let's all join together and commit ourselves to making the 2020s the decade that future 
historians will record as being the breakthrough era when humans came to their senses, 
leveraged their resources and the awesome power of AI—to dramatically reinvent their 
entire civilization—and, in so doing, turned the corner on climate change.  
 
All the children of the world deserve nothing less. 
 

 
 “Good business leaders create a vision, articulate the vision, 

passionately own the vision, and relentlessly drive it to completion.” 
 

— Jack Welch 
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