
 

 
Chapter 10 

Living Large in the Great Big Northern in 2050 
 
 

"You never change things by fighting the existing reality. To change something, 
 build a new model that makes the existing model obsolete." 

 

—Buckminster Fuller 
 
 

We love the above quotation, especially the last line about making the existing model 
obsolete. And that’s exactly what we’re trying to do with the GBN. We figure that after 

folks get used to living in the stress-free world of the GBN for a few years that they 
would never want to go back to the hectic, worrisome and mostly unfulfilling lives that 
they’re living now. The question remains: How much greener must we live to survive? 
How close are we to living sustainably now?  
 
It’s impossible to measure, but we estimate that we’re now living less than 10% as green 
as we need to be. That’s because almost everything we do is not even close to being 
sustainable: our homes, our food, our clothes, our travel, our entertainment, our gift 
giving, and on and on. But we truly believe that all of humanity has the collective 
wherewithal to plan and build a totally new way of living—one that will not only be 
more planet-friendly but will end up being a much more fulfilling way of life for a far 
larger portion of the population. But we must think bigger and bolder from the 
beginning—because it’s almost certain that we will only get one chance to get this right. 

 
In this chapter, we provide our vision of some of the key elements of our lifestyle here in 
the USA and how our lives could possibly look in the future. You may not immediately 



love everything that you’re about to read but, on balance, you may like more than you 
initially thought that you would.  
 
Also, as mentioned above, after living in a totally green world for a few years, our guess 
is that few people would want to go back to the stressful, wasteful and unsustainable 
way of life that is now enjoyed by most Americans, Europeans and others in the so-
called developed parts of the world. This chapter is a sneak-peek at what it might be like 
to actually live in a totally green environment—one in which only green lifestyle 
options exist. 
 
In the content below, we’ll take a look at things like home and vehicle ownership, 
wearing apparel, footwear, gift-giving, entertainment, food production, self-storage 
facilities and more. So, let’s begin on a happy note and talk about the wonderful world 
of travel in a future world—one that will have far less automobiles (all of them electric), 
zero jet planes for domestic travel and a whole new world of scenic travel via the luxury 
blimps of the future. 

 

Domestic Ground and Air Travel 
 
When it comes to travel, how green is green enough? I am not really sure, but it’s got to 
be at least a thousand times greener than what I witnessed in a mid-January, three-day 
weekend in 2020. That's when I flew from NYC to Phoenix to speak at a health & 
sustainability conference in Sedona. And what I experienced was not a pretty sight. It 
was as if the unsustainable reality of our highly wasteful systems of transportation in 
this country were shouting at me about the desperate need for a far better and far 
greener way of living and traveling in this country. 
 
The problem is that there appears to be no conversation anywhere in the world about 
designing a far more efficient system. In fact, the projections are for a lot more of the 
same. Here's a recent quote from the Director General of the International Air 
Transportation Association (IATA): 
 

"People want to fly. Demand for air travel over the next two decades is set to 
double. Enabling people and nations to trade, explore, and share the benefits of 
innovation and economic prosperity makes our world a better place."(I imagine 

this estimate will fall sharply after the Coronavirus, certainly in the near term) 
 
Air traffic set to double in two decades? With all due respect to the Director General, 
but all of that flying does not make our world a better place. When people fly, here's a peek 
at the stressful routine that I observed during that trip to Phoenix: 
 

1. People drive their own vehicle to the airport, where they pay $15 to $20/day to 
park.  

https://www.iata.org/en/pressroom/pr/2016-10-18-02/


2. Then, they ride in a jam-packed, gasoline-powered shuttle to the terminal 
building, arriving two hours before their flight. 

3. An hour before departure, they're herded like cattle through TSA screening and 
finally to their gate, where they sit and wait for their boarding zone to be called. 

4. They are then packed into a tightly-cramped jet aircraft where most passengers 
remain glued to their screens or devices—watching movies for the next two to 
six hours. No one even looks out the windows anymore. 

5. When they finally arrive at their destination, after waiting over twenty 
minutes—just to exit the plane, they are packed into a large fossil fuel-powered 
bus where they ride for fifteen or twenty minutes to the rental car facility, a 
remote location with a capacity for 5600 parked cars. 

6. There, they wait patiently in line for a half hour (or more) until the sales folks try 
to talk them up to a larger, more-expensive, less-efficient, vehicle. 

7. In my case, after picking up my rental car (that they had also rented to another 
customer at the same time), I finally started to make my way through the 
horrendous traffic on I-17 north, where I witnessed four traffic accidents before 
getting safely away from the Friday holiday traffic heading north from Phoenix. 

8. After two to three days of holiday driving, touring and eating, those thousands 
of people will drive back to PHX on Monday and go through the whole drill 
again in reverse.    

 
This entire mess is grossly unsustainable, yet our grow-at-all-cost global economy is 
describing this process as "making the world a better place"— while it makes plans to 
double the size of this nightmare in just 20 years.  
 
Not So Fast! Let's step back and envision (imagine) how my trip could have been if it 
were 2050 and the Great Big Northern was already the new home for half of all 
Americans. Let's imagine how that trip would be if you were living near the eastern end 
of the GBN corridor and the conference was taking place closer to Seattle. 
 
Assume that it is now 2050, when I will be 105 years old and probably not doing a great 
deal of traveling for work or pleasure. Therefore, I am envisioning that this trip will be 
taken by my middle-aged grandson, who would then be a resident of the GBN, near the 
Boston end of the corridor. Today, he lives near Worcester, MA. 

 
1. My grandson is living on the fifth floor of a mid-rise, multi-use building that 

houses residences, places to eat, one or two bars, exercise rooms and 
entertainment facilities.  

2. He awakes at his normal time of 0600 and goes through his daily routine of 
exercise, shower and breakfast.  

3. At 0730, he takes the electric shuttle five miles to the center of the GBN corridor 
where he enters the delightfully-appointed, fabulous HyperLoop transportation 
complex.  



4. Having registered his trip on his electronic device 24-hours in advance, he knows 
that he will have a seat on the train. And no need for TSA screening, since there 
are no weapons of any kind allowed in the entire GBN (25 miles wide and 3,000 
miles long). 

5. So, he relaxes with a cup of coffee and then boards the next express train heading 
west at speeds up to 760 mph—just above ground level. Imagine the vistas! And 
guess what? With views like that, no one is glued to their screens anymore.  

6. After a 90-minute ride, he gets off the train south of Chicago and has lunch 
before boarding the westbound train to his destination near Seattle.  

7. He arrives in time to take a swim at the inn where he's staying and still has 
plenty of time to walk to the conference center for the welcome reception at 6 
pm. 

8. He spends one night in the state of Washington and travels back to Chicago the 
next afternoon, spending one night there before traveling back to his home near 
Boston the next morning. 

 
Okay, I know what you're thinking. What happens to the beautiful places like Sedona, 
the Grand Canyon, Carlsbad and Crater Lake where we used to visit? Those places will 
still be there and we can still visit them, but without the hassle of huge airports, TSA 
and hundreds of acres of rental cars. Thanks to a revolutionary new age of totally 
sustainable living on a grand scale—we can still go to those wonderful places. It's kind 
of like a case of "having our cake and eating it too."  
 
Check out how we will travel there later this century. Obviously, there are futurists out 
there who are already thinking about these green solutions—how else would I have 
been able to find all these images of what I call “Flying Cruise Ships” in less than two 
minutes? 

 

 
 



As with the transportation system described above, we’ve got to start over from scratch 
in re-thinking every aspect of the way we live today. To be sure, everything about the 
GBN will not be attractive to everyone at first. Some will not want to live there because 
of any number of reasons—but as time marches on, more and more people will find the 
overall GBN lifestyle proposition to be overwhelmingly attractive. The remainder of 
this chapter includes a closer look at six additional topics that will play a huge role in 
our future lives: 
 

• A creative Uber & Airbnb model for various aspects of our lives  

• A new all-green world of gift-giving and entertainment   

• The end of the ubiquitous self-storage industry?  

• A wonderful world of delicious, health-promoting foods   

• What to do about our pets in a totally green world? 

• Focusing on the positives of a mostly stress-free world 

 
An Uber & Airbnb Model  

for Real Estate, Home Furnishings and Personal Vehicles 
 
In a world where Mother Nature reigns supreme, we humans must quickly understand 
that we as individuals do not own any of her land—and never will. And there is no need 
for us to own any vehicles or home furnishings either. Let’s take a positive view of the 
Uber and Airbnb models for all those things, while considering the many advantages of 
not owning very much of anything.  
 
Here are a few ideas for how we might be living in that much greener world of the 
future. These are just ideas for now—and all are aimed at the reduction of our 
consumption of stuff that is now being manufactured using the Earth’s finite resources.  
 

1. Almost all residences will be in buildings or facilities with multiple, modular, 
living units that can quickly be expanded or scaled down to accommodate 
varying sizes of families. 

2. New residents will select from a number of decorating schemes and styles of 
furniture and, when they move in, they will not need to bring much more than 
their clothes and a few personal effects. 

3. When a new resident arrives, they will find that the kitchen will be stocked with 
all of the dishes, cookware and appliances that are needed—and all of the units 
will include bed linens, floor coverings, window treatments and wall décor for 
the size and the style of their unit. 

4. When moving day arrives for a particular unit, one family could move out and 
another family could move in on the same day.  
 



Of course, all buildings will not be equal. Some will have superior locations with better 
views and will be a part of an overall economy and social system that rewards behavior 
that benefits the natural world as well as fellow humans. More about this when we 
discuss Earthism and the envisioned green economy that accompanies it in Chapter 11. 
 
Most people in the USA are already familiar with the Uber model for automobiles and 
bicycles but haven’t yet considered how that model might be applicable to housing. The 
net effect of both is that all existing housing units and personal transportation vehicles 
will be better utilized, there will be much less waste and the raw materials required 
from Mother Nature will be minimized—and totally recycled when their useful days 
are over. A circular economy, with minimal waste, will prevail. 
  
Now that we’re thinking about the advantages of that Uber/Airbnb model for our 
residences and vehicles, why not also think about it for some of our clothes, footwear 
and sporting goods? Let’s face it; we humans purchase and accumulate way too much 
stuff over the course of our lives, most of which is rarely used, and almost all of it ends 
up in a landfill. Having spent a large part of my career in the fashion industry, I am well 
aware of the planned obsolescence of everything that they design and produce. It’s all 
about maximizing the never-ending consumption of stuff in a world of finite resources.  
 
We simply must figure out a way to continue living beautiful lives but with a model that 
works as well or better for Mother Nature as it does for us. Maybe someday there will 
be a system whereby talented designers will create beautiful and stylish apparel and 
footwear within a flexible system that encourages the trade-in or recycling of items that 
are not needed for most of the year.  

 
A New Green World of Gift-Giving and Entertainment 

 
We’ve got to figure out a way to take the stuff out of gift-giving. Some people do a lot of 
re-gifting but then they worry about what the person who gave them the gift would say 
if she noticed that you never used, or wore, the item that she gave you—or worse yet, 
that you’d thrown that precious gift away. We’ve all got too many things to worry 
about already and we don’t need to worry about silly things like that. That said, here’s a 
list of ideas of gift-giving ideas that don’t require the manufacturing of anything new: 
 

1. Take the gift recipients to dinner. 
2. Give them an e-subscription to the newspaper of their choice.  
3. Write, sing and record a song for them. 
4. Give them services, like hosting a party for them and their friends. 
5. Give them tickets to a new movie or play that you know they would enjoy. 
6. Take them to a concert. 



7. If you must give them stuff, give them consumables—items that you know they 
like. 

8. Give them e-books on topics and by authors that you know they would enjoy—
maybe even a copy of this one. 

 
As we take the stuff out of gift-giving, we also eliminate the entire gift-wrapping 
industry. According to research from Hallmark, Americans spend approximately $3.2 
Billion per year on wrapping paper—a number that is projected to top $7B by 2025. This 
insanity must stop. It doesn’t really matter how many billions of dollars people like Jeff 
Bezos pledge to spend fighting climate change, as long as we continue to live 
outrageously unsustainable lives, we’ve got zero chance of slowing climate change 
enough to make much of a difference.  
 
As for entertainment, most of us have grown up with no boundaries on what we spend 
to have fun and how much fossil fuel energy it requires for any of our activities—from 
burning billions of tons of jet fuel flying to exotic places around the world—to a host of 
other activities too numerous to mention—all of which require the manufacturing of all 
kinds of stuff for our enjoyment.  
 
At some point, we must recognize the need to figure out a way for us to entertain 
ourselves without contributing to climate change. Apparently, there are some exciting 
things on the horizon from the wonderful world of virtual reality—activities that burn 
no fuel or purchasing of stuff.  

 
What is the Future of the Self-Storage Industry? 

 
Did you know that there are over three times as many of these storage properties in the 
USA as there are McDonald's? We now have over 50,000 of these facilities. Here is a 
slide from my talks where this question was derived from Dr. James Lovelock's 
definition of sustainable living. If the Earth does not improve because of our presence, 
he says that we will die off.  
 
Ask yourself: Does the Earth improve because of our never-ending retention and 
storage of excess, and mostly worthless, stuff? This is not the way we’ll spend our 
weekends in the GBN. 
 



 
 

Obviously, there will be no self-storage facilities in a properly-designed, sustainable 
world of the future. For, in that world, the production of stuff of all kinds is expected to 
be less than ten percent of what there is today in the USA and in most other developed 
countries. Clearly, we will need an economy that rewards individuals and businesses 
for consuming less stuff. That economy, called Earthonomics will be previewed in the 
next chapter. 

 
A Wonderful World of Delicious, Health-Promoting Foods 

 
In December of 2018, while we were still using the acronym GRATOLA, the 
predecessor of the GBN vision, I published a piece entitled World’s Largest Farmers 
Markets. The main difference now is that the GBN corridor is envisioned to be 25 miles 
wide instead of ten miles. We are envisioning two HUGE farmers markets (25 miles 
apart) in the GBN corridor—with each being one mile wide and 3,000 miles long. More 
info on those mega farmers markets comes later, but first a bit of good news about 
the greenest way to eat.  
 
It is now a fact; plant-based eating is gaining traction around the world. Mainstream 
scientists, physicians, futurists and media are finally beginning to speak out regarding 
the absolute necessity of steering humans away from eating animal-based foods. Two 
long overdue videos (November 2018) on that topic are provided here: "Is the future 
vegan?" from The Economist (6 minutes) and "Ending Meat and Dairy Consumption" 
from Democracy Now.(16 minutes).  
 
As we begin to move more rapidly in the direction of plant-based eating, it's only 
natural that someday there will be a need for those huge farmers markets like the ones 

https://conta.cc/2RTR5Qt
https://conta.cc/2RTR5Qt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwoL6hWd4l0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwoL6hWd4l0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EWekrXoL9zQ


described above. Sustainable, plant-based eating will provide a vast array of delectable 
choices that will cause most residents to soon forget that they ever enjoyed eating 
anything else.  
 

 
 

As for attracting people to relocate to the GBN, millions of people will be attracted to 
the idea by a plethora of luxurious and futuristic amenities—and will make the decision 
to move there—knowing full well that the "feeding model" will be 100% plant-based. 
That's why we're going to need those huge farmers markets. They will be needed to 
feed up to 300 million people who will ultimately be living in that coast-to-coast 
corridor. If some prospective residents object to the lack of any animal-based food, they 
will be counseled on that topic using some middle-school math. 
 

• Basic arithmetic. It requires about three acres of farm land to feed one person the 
animal-rich Standard American Diet.  

• On that same amount of land, you could sustain fourteen people on a plant-
based diet. 

• When the first two hundred million American meat-eaters start eating nothing 
but plants, it will free up 167 million acres of farmland, an area larger than the 
combined total acreage in Iowa, Georgia, North Carolina and Kansas. 

• What about water and energy?  On a per calorie basis, it takes over ten times as 
much fresh water and over ten times as much energy to produce animal-based 
foods as compared to plant-based foods. 

• Eating plant-based is a no-brainer; particularly when you factor in the quantum 
leaps in human health that accompany a shift in the direction of a whole food, 
plant-based diet. And don’t forget that animal poop problem mentioned earlier—
a huge global issue that will someday disappear from the entire world.  

 
What about the logistics of producing and delivering those delicious and nutritious 
foods? With plant-based eating, most of our calories will come from starchy foods like 

https://plantricianproject.org/food-math-101
https://plantricianproject.org/food-math-101


grains, legumes and potatoes. They will be grown in regions of the country that are best 
suited for those products. Then they can be harvested, stored and shipped to the green 
regions in large quantities. 
 
In addition to the mile-wide farmers markets and the importation of legumes, grains 
and potatoes that can be produced, stored and shipped at scale—there will be a vast 
network of farms on top of residential buildings throughout the entire 3,000-mile 
corridor. So, to summarize, we'll produce fruits and vegetables near where the people 
are living and we'll produce the grains, legumes and potatoes somewhere else and ship 
them to the green regions as needed. 
 
Ultimately, we are envisioning the Great Big Northern corridor covering roughly 80,000 
square miles, including the mile-wide farmers markets on either side of that massive 
corridor—where up to 300 million people can live, work and play. Then we will need 
another 110,000 square miles to grow the plant-based foods necessary to feed everyone 
in the USA.  
 
To summarize, for the 300 million Americans who ultimately choose to live in the ultra-
green GBN corridor, we'll need a grand total area of land about the size of Kansas and 
South Dakota combined. About half of that land will be for human habitat and the other 
half will be for the growing of plant-based food. Then, most of the remaining land can 
be returned to nature (forests and grasslands)—or it can be used to produce grains, 
potatoes and legumes for parts of the world where climate change has greatly-reduced 
their ability to grow their own food.  
 
Eventually, after the USA provides a sustainable lifestyle "model" that other countries 
can replicate, the net global effect will be a huge win-win for humanity and for the 
ecosystem that sustains all life on this planet. 

 
What about Owning Pets in a totally GREEN world? 

 
Obviously, this is a very sensitive subject for the millions of American households that 
currently have pet animals living with them now. Unfortunately, "owning" live pets of 
any kind will probably not be an option. Why not? The simple answer is that we are so 
terribly far away from living in harmony with nature—that we simply cannot excuse an 
issue as big as this one.  
 
Please read about the huge numbers below; then ask yourself how we can continue to 
allow the owning and feeding of hundreds of millions of pets in a society that might be 
teetering on the brink of extinction within a few more decades. As painful as it will be 
for most pet owners, we’ve got to focus on the overall way of life that will provide us 
with the best possible chance of surviving as a species. 
 



Erring on the side of living even greener than Mother Nature demands—simply means 
that some things (or creatures) that we love dearly cannot be included in the master 
plan going forward for various reasons. Since success is not guaranteed in our quest to 
live in sustainable harmony with nature, we simply cannot shy away from obvious non-
starters like pet ownership. To help you understand this delicate topic, let's take a look 
at the staggering numbers in just the USA: 
 

1. The total pet population in the United States is 393 million as of 2020. 
2. Pet owners in the USA spent $69 Billion on pet products, including food, in the 

year 2017. 
3. Most of the eleven million tons of dog waste, along with its one-use plastic 

disposal bags, in the USA, end up in landfills and the rest is left on the ground.  
 
And that's not counting any of the waste from all of the other pet categories like cats, 
turtles, birds, pigs, rabbits, fish, pigs, ferrets, lizards, hamsters, horses, goats, sheep, 
iguanas, and so forth. If we include all the pets in all of the countries of the world, we're 
probably looking at more than a hundred million tons/year of waste—a vast amount 
that would require two hundred million half-ton pick-ups to haul away. 
 
Full disclosure. I grew up with a dad who absolutely loved animals of all kinds. During 
my childhood years in Mississippi, in addition to our food animals like pigs, dairy cows 
and egg-laying hens, we also had lots of pets over the years: dogs, cats, rabbits and 
horses. We even had a pet donkey for awhile. My sister and I named him Stubby 
because he was so stubborn, we could hardly get him to move.  
 

 
So, we get it about pets, but as you can clearly see from the numbers above, there is no 
way that billions of pet animals can be a part of a truly comprehensive global effort to 
live as greenly as we possibly can. Like I keep saying, we're only going to get one chance 
to get this right. Mother Nature will not give us a do-over.  
 
So, what do we do?  After carefully thinking through the realities of pet ownership as it 
relates to the ultimate target of living totally in harmony with nature—most people will 
understand the right thing to do about this extremely "delicate" subject. Here's the way I 
imagine that this situation can be resolved over time in a very humane manner: 



 
1. Many people who're not willing to give up their pets will simply not apply to be 

in the first wave of citizens wishing to move into the fabulous new green living 
corridor. 

2. Many pet-lovers will fully grasp the ethical argument and will decide to move 
there only after their current, and last pet, dies a natural death.  

3. Some may decide to give their pets to family or friends if they wish to move to 
the GBN during the early years of its existence. 

4. Some will decide to never move to the GBN because of the no-pet policy—as 
there are undoubtedly millions of Americans who'd rather die than give up their 
pets. 

5. But most will eventually accept the fact that our pets did not evolve naturally to 
their current states of existence. As with our food animals, they were our own 
creations for our own pleasure and should be allowed to gradually and 
painlessly fade away with dignity. 

 
Focusing Primarily on the Positives 

 
After beginning with the wonderful world of domestic travel in the futuristic GBN 
living corridor across America, much of this chapter has involved the need to make 
some dramatic changes in the way we live our lives. And, at least initially, many of 
those changes will be perceived as negatives. But we are confident about two things:  
 

One. We have the wherewithal to design an entirely new way of life that will 
inflict a tiny fraction of the damage to the environment that we’re now inflicting.  
 
Two. In that entirely new way of life, we can also ensure a future that it is 
blessed with many advantages over the world we live in today.  

 
Taking a look at what makes people happy 

 
No doubt a transition period will be required as we fully deploy the economy of the 
future—a period during which we will all have attractive incentives that reward us for 
helping to actually improve the natural world. In the design of our future lifestyle, we 
should also consider what psychologists know about what makes us happy. What 
makes us joyful? We need to make sure that whatever it is—that we provide an 
abundance of it in our new world. Some call it flow. 
 
Have you ever heard of the word flow as it relates to positive mental feelings? It is a 
word that describes an innately positive experience that is known to produce intense 
feelings of enjoyment—an experience that is so enjoyable that it leads to overall 
happiness in the long run. It turns out that the accumulation of wealth and lots of stuff 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flow_(psychology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flow_(psychology)


is usually accompanied by plenty of stress but not that much true happiness. Flow is not 
about owning a lot of stuff—it’s about doing something that truly makes a person 
happy and contented while involved in that activity. 
 
Someone gave me a book entitled FLOW back when I was working for Ralph Lauren in 
the early nineties. Shortly after reading the book, I had the opportunity to visit with 
Ralph one-on-one at his country estate outside New York City—on a splendid early-
autumn day, when I arrived early for a luncheon for about thirty of my fellow Polo 
executives. Before the others arrived, Ralph took me on a personal tour of the most 
fabulous mansion I had ever seen. As we were finishing the tour, he made a statement 
that surprised me and immediately reminded me of the book about flow. 
 
With a rather melancholy look on his face, he stated that while he’d always wanted an 
estate like the one I had just toured—now that he’d invested many millions of dollars 
and several years turning it into a paradise on Earth, he looked at me rather sadly and 
said, “Now that I have this place, I really don’t know what to do with it.” That’s when I 
was reminded of the book that I was reading—a book about the “theory of happiness.” 
When I mentioned it to Ralph, he responded emphatically, “I want that book!” So, I 
made sure that he had it in his hands the next day.  
 
To me, that little anecdote tells it all when it comes to happiness. It’s not about 
accumulating lots of money, fame, multiple homes and/or lots of stuff—it’s totally 
about a feeling of euphoria while engaged in various activities ranging from sports to 
work or to music. As for me, I now know that things like traveling the world as a tourist 
or accumulating lots of stuff are not the things that make me happy. I also know that 
leading a simplified life, coupled with working on important issues—brings me more 
joy than anything I have ever done.  
 
As for accumulating lots of stuff, I find that it brings me nothing but stress. On that 
note, not long ago, I read a book by Marie Kondo on that topic—and the advice was to 
get rid of every possession in your life that doesn’t spark joy when you see it. And that’s 
exactly why I believe that when everyone feels that they are serving some useful 
purpose, have food to eat and a roof over their heads—coupled with a few relationships 
with like-minded friends and family members—that they will be among the happiest 
people on Earth.  
 
As a former executive recruiter, I know about the dismal statistics on the number of 
people who experience pure joy in the workplace or joy in general. It hovers around 
20%. That’s why I sincerely believe that if everyone in the green, sustainable cities of the 
future has a purpose in their life—that we will be able to plan and create one of the 
happiest societies in the history of the world.  
 



Consider that we’re talking about full employment, free healthcare, no personal debt, 
no homeless people and free education for all—combined with an abundance of 
meaningful social, career and recreational opportunities. If we plan it right, some 
people will be reluctant to move there at first, but in time, they will hear about the JOY 
that is being shared by the millions of people who are now residents—ultimately 
influencing them to file their own applications to move there sometime soon.  
 
Some people think that I’m crazy—that what I’m describing here is pure fantasy. Well, I 
know enough about artificial intelligence (AI) to know that we have no idea what is 
possible—and we’ll never find out if we don’t start imagining, and then designing, a 
totally green living arrangement for humans so that we can get out of the way and give 
over 80% of the land that we’re now using back to nature. We can still enjoy that natural 
world, without harming it—perhaps while viewing it from luxurious flying cruise ships 
like those mentioned earlier.  
 
I believe that if we can get this process started here in the USA, that the rest of the world 
will follow. That said, we should welcome environmentally-conscious leaders from 
other countries to join us in the design process. The next chapter will focus on an 
enlightened form of economics that will enable us to survive and thrive in a magnificent 
world—one that is made possible by a wholesome partnership between humanity and 
the AI cyborgs who will eventually manage all the details. As we discuss in a later 
chapter, we will need them to manage and optimize the day-to-day systems—freeing us 
up to pursue more and more flow-inducing activities.  
 

A Future Form of Governance that Serves Nature First 
 
What kind of government and global economy will work in a world that answers first 
to Mother Nature? Rather than try to define exactly how that nature-first economy of 
the future will work, let’s simplify things by thinking of an analogy. 
 
Let's think of the envisioned GBN corridor of the future as one giant aircraft carrier with 
300 million people (crew) onboard when completed. All crew is entitled to things like 
food and shelter, but instead of just a bunk and a place in the chow line, they will have 
a vast array of options for every aspect of their lives: luxurious accommodations, 
plentiful food, challenging work assignments, a plethora of entertainment options, first-
class health care, distinctive clothing and an abundance of entertainment options.  We 
will explore that vision in more detail in the next chapter. 
 

"The very essence of leadership is that you have a vision. It's got to be a vision you 
articulate clearly and forcefully on every occasion. You can't blow an uncertain 

trumpet." 
 

 - Theodore Hesburgh 
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